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OPPORTUNITY
Home to the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor has a small town feel with the excitement of a big city. In a 
recent budget, the city established a moratorium on new street lighting to help keep costs under control. 
Funding for public lighting is increasingly difficult as electric costs rise and available municipal funds get 
tighter. City staff members were tasked with finding ways to reduce public lighting costs and explore new 
opportunities to improve energy efficiency, targeting their downtown area. The City decided to retrofit 
pedestrian lights with LED decorative post top luminaires. 

SOLUTION
LED replacements were used for downtown pedestrian globe lights. Revolution Lighting’s Spring Steel UA 
Light Engines house LEDs on four panels that face down and out, directing the light toward the street and 
away from the sky. Each fixture draws just 48 watts and is expected to last ten years, replacing fixtures that 
used over 100 watts and last only two years. The retrofit been extremely successful, saving the city over 
$100,000 annually, with a payback period of 3.3 years. After replacing all of the streetlights in Ann Arbor, the 
annual energy use was reduced by 60%, and the maintenance savings alone were sufficient to make LED 
fixtures cheaper on a lifecycle basis than conventional fixtures. A portion of the savings from the retrofits is 
paid back to a city fund to pay for future retrofit projects.
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Spring Steel UA Light Engines

“The ‘instant-on’ and dimming ability of LEDs offer additional 
energy savings through control strategies that can brighten and 
dim based on time of day, ambient light, or any other control 
parameters desired.”

PRODUCT BENEFITS

 � 3X greater lamp life than 
fluorescent, supported by 
industry-leading 7-year 
warranty

 � 88,000 hour lamp life 
reduces long-term 
maintenance costs 

 � Negligible light 
depreciation over time

 � Superior light output

 � RoHS compliant

 � Lack of UV or IR minimizes 
concerns with fading or 
discoloration 

 � Mercury-free, allowing for 
non-hazardous disposal

OPERATIONAL SAFETY SUSTAINABILITY
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